
India: Program Information 
 
Please note that this information was current at the time of writing and is subject to 
change without notice. 

Program status Open. 
Hague Convention 
Status 

India ratified the Hague Convention in June 2003 and it 
entered into force in October 2003. 

Central Authority/ 
Responsible Authority 

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), Ministry of 
Women and Child Development. 

Eligibility criteria 
as specified by India 

Age  
- Applicants should be aged between 30 and 55 years old. 
- As a general guide, infants up to 12 months of age will be 

placed with adoptive parents whose composite age is no 
more than 85 years and where neither parent is older then 
45 years.  

- For applicants over 45, a maximum 45 year age difference 
between the adoptive parents and child applies.   

Marital Status  
- Marriage required, with five years of a stable relationship. 
Nationality 
- Whilst other couples may apply, priority is given where at 

least one of the applicants is of Indian ethnicity and was 
born in India.   

- Non-Indian applicants are generally placed with older 
children and children with special needs.  

- One applicant must be an Australian citizen. 
Religion  
- Requirements vary from agency to agency.  Some 

agencies may have a religious preference, for example, 
Hindu. 

Criminal Record  
- A criminal record check must be provided. 
- A criminal record is not acceptable, although driving or 

drink-driving offences may be overlooked if they occurred 
many years ago. 

Infertility – Requirements vary from agency to agency. 
Number of Children in Family – Requirements vary from 
agency to agency.   
Applicants must also meet the eligibility requirements for 
intercountry adoption in their State or Territory. 

Description of 
children needing 
families 

- Under Indian law, agencies must take steps to effect a 
placement for the child within India before intercountry 
adoption can be considered. 

- Children in need of adoption varies significantly between 
agencies.  Includes children with special needs, older 
children up to nine years of age, sibling groups, and infant 
children. 

Approximate waiting 
time 

Variable – placement proposal is usually made within two 
years from the time the applicant’s file is accepted by India.   
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Travel requirements Both applicants are required to travel to India to accept 

placement of child. 
Length of stay in 
overseas country 

About four weeks but varies between agencies. 

Estimated overseas 
adoption fees and 
costs 

CARA limits agency fees to a maximum of US$3,500 (this 
excludes travel and accommodation costs, immigration fees, 
State/Territory processing fees and incidentals). 

Finalisation Adoption orders for children adopted from India are generally 
finalised in an Australian State or Territory Court, though 
there are exceptions.  Please consult the State or Territory 
authority for further information. 

Post-placement 
supervision 
requirements 

- India requires a formal undertaking that one parent will 
care full-time for the child during the first year following 
placement. 

- Eight post-placement reports must be provided over the 
first two years, prepared quarterly.  

Applicants must also comply with any post-placement 
reporting requirements that apply in their State or 
Territory. 

Statistics 2006-07: 25 adoptions from India were finalised (6.2% of 
Australia’s intercountry adoptions). 
2005-06: 34 adoptions from India were finalised (8.1% of 
Australia’s intercountry adoptions). 

Specific program 
information 

Each Australian State and Territory works with different 
agencies in India.  CARA periodically publishes a list of 
Indian Social/Child Welfare Agencies accredited to participate 
in intercountry adoption arrangements.  Please contact your 
State or Territory for further information about individual 
agencies. 

Recent news/updates We are aware of the recent media attention on allegations 
relating to child trafficking from particular adoption agencies 
in India.  The allegations are of great concern to the Australian 
Government.  Any enquiries about specific adoptions should 
be directed towards your State or Territory Central Authority 
in the first instance. 

ACA recently advised that CARA has reissued a licence for 
the adoption agency Balwant Kartar Anand Foundation 
(known as Preet Mandir).  CARA advises that no evidence 
was found to substantiate the allegations about corruption 
raised in 2006, which resulted in the suspension of the 
intercountry adoption licence of Preet Mandir. 

CARA has reinstated Preet Mandir’s licence for one year and 
states they will review the licence after six months.  CARA 
states that renewal of Preet Mandir’s licence will be subject to 
"significant improvement in its in-country adoption as well as 
intercountry adoption performance."  
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ACA is in ongoing discussion with CARA about a range of 
issues, including the agency Preet Mandir.  Further 
information is currently being sought about what performance 
improvement measures CARA has put in place for the agency 
and how these will be monitored.  Until further information 
has been received, files will not be sent to this agency.  

 
 
For more information on criteria and procedure, please contact your relevant State or 
Territory Central Authority. 
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